
Michael Kromer, CTO

Augsburger Linux Info-Tag 2025



mission

grommunio offers genuine digital sovereignty

We offer a fully GDPR-compliant communication solution that keeps

your data under your control.



Data: foreign jurisdiction → GDPR

proprietary → open

https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/informatics/open-source-software-strategy_en

vendor lock-in → independence

independence

https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/informatics/open-source-software-strategy_en


current market

Leading groupware technology for businesses



current market

Political environment fuels demand for open source



current geopolitical risks

• Sanctions and Access Denial

Political conflicts can cause sudden termination of software licenses and services.

• Data Sovereignty Loss

Sensitive personal, corporate, or government data may be hosted or controlled abroad.

• Surveillance and Intelligence Risks

Foreign powers could access, monitor, or exploit data via legal or clandestine means.

• Export Restrictions and Blacklists

Export control laws (e.g., ITAR, EAR) can block delivery of updates, patches, or new features.

• Cost Inflation and Tariffs

Political tensions can lead to sudden price hikes, taxes, or tariffs on software products and services.

• Strategic Autonomy Erosion

Nations lose control over critical digital infrastructures, undermining national resilience in crises.



GDPR, CCPA and ePrivacy

compliance

secureopen source

Digitally sovereign

core values

Enhanced productivity



open standards



stronger together



stronger together



stronger together

Open Source = long-term success

(guaranteed)



“how hard can it be?”

MAPI is not easy, but worth it

Open Source = long-term success (no question about it)

Standards, standards, standards

Business & Community



grommunio Chat (Mattermost, Matrix)

instant messaging and realtime content

exchange

grommunio Meet (Jitsi)

video Meetings & Remote Dial-in

grommunio Files & Office (Nextcloud, OO)

filesync & share and content collaboration

grommunio MDM

mobile device management for 

enterprise security 

management

grommunio Groupware (gromox)

the core of grommunio with cutting edge 

API and scalability core with mail, calendar, 

contacts, tasks and notes

grommunio Archive (Piler)

audit-proof and law compliant e-mail 

archiving

overview



stronger together

Open Source = long-term success

(guaranteed)



europe is stronger than you think

Samba: A “Gold standard” of CIFS

Nextcloud: A “Gold standard” of FS&S

LibreOffice: A “Gold standard” of Documents

KDE: A “Gold standard” of Desktop

and many much more



activists, the time was never better

Georg Greve

Founder of Free Software Foundation Europe (FSFE); promoted software freedom in politics, business, and 

society across Europe. Lead Anti-Trust case against Microsoft.

Frank Karlitschek

Founder of Nextcloud, pushing decentralized, open-source cloud solutions; strong advocate for user privacy 

and open standards. “Stronghold” against Microsoft domination.

Matthew Garrett

Linux kernel developer; champion of open standards and security in hardware and firmware (especially 

UEFI/Secure Boot openness). Fights for Open Source (e.g. Violations against GPL)



How this has already worked

Samba and CIFS: The Journey

• 1992: Andrew Tridgell reverse-engineers SMB → creates Samba for Unix/Linux.

• Samba grows into the de facto standard for SMB/CIFS interoperability.

• Microsoft rebrands SMB as CIFS (Common Internet File System) in late 1990s.

• Samba developers reverse-engineer undocumented SMB/CIFS behavior.

• Early 2000s: Microsoft faces antitrust pressure to document protocols.

• Microsoft hires Samba team members to help write accurate SMB/CIFS docs.

• Result: Formal protocol specs released, Samba achieves full compatibility.

• Samba remains critical today for Linux, NAS devices, and enterprise storage.



Microsoft Exchange Protocols



Microsoft Exchange Protocols

[MS-ABS].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 79 page(s)

[MS-AVEDGEA].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 40 
page(s)

[MS-CONFAS].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 51 
page(s)

[MS-CONFAV].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 108 
page(s)

[MS-CONFBAS].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 248 
page(s)

[MS-CONFIM].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 81 
page(s)

[MS-CONFPRO].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 63 
page(s)

[MS-CONMGMT].pdf: PDF 

document, version 1.4, 27 
page(s)

[MS-CVWREST].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 46 
page(s)

[MS-DLX].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 70 page(s)

[MS-DTMF].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 18 page(s)

[MS-E911WS].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 38 
page(s)

[MS-ECREST].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 32 
page(s)

[MS-EUMR].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 29 page(s)

[MS-EUMSDP].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 17 
page(s)

[MS-GRVDYNM].pdf: PDF 

document, version 1.4, 47 
page(s)

[MS-GRVHENC].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 162 
page(s)

[MS-GRVPROT].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 57 
page(s)

[MS-GRVRDB].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 21 
page(s)

[MS-GRVSPCM].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 203 
page(s)

[MS-GRVSPMR].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 84 
page(s)

[MS-GRVSSTP].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 117 
page(s)

[MS-GRVSSTPS].pdf: PDF 

document, version 1.4, 88 
page(s)

[MS-GRVWDPP].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 50 
page(s)

[MS-H264PF].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 33 
page(s)

[MS-ICE2BWM].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 32 
page(s)

[MS-ICE2].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 42 page(s)

[MS-ICE].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 31 page(s)

[MS-IMESYN].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 13 
page(s)

[MS-INFODCF].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 24 
page(s)

[MS-MERX].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 24 page(s)

[MS-OBPAS].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 53 
page(s)

[MS-OBPRS].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 53 
page(s)

[MS-OCAUTHWS].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 92 
page(s)

[MS-OCDISCWS].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 34 
page(s)

[MS-OCER].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 207 page(s)

[MS-OCEXUM].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 19 
page(s)

[MS-OCGCWEB].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 15 

page(s)

[MS-OCPROTO].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 76 
page(s)

[MS-OCPSTN].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 63 
page(s)

[MS-OCSMP].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 93 
page(s)

[MS-OCSPROT].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 73 
page(s)

[MS-OMPWHP].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 24 
page(s)

[MS-OMWWH].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 48 
page(s)

[MS-PRES].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 257 page(s)

[MS-PSOM].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 111 page(s)

[MS-PWBDPS].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 27 
page(s)

[MS-PWBHPS].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 46 
page(s)

[MS-PWBPS].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 33 
page(s)

[MS-PWEDPS].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 299 
page(s)

[MS-PWPHP].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 15 
page(s)

[MS-PWVPDP].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 129 
page(s)

[MS-PWVRSC].pdf: PDF 

document, version 1.4, 31 
page(s)

[MS-QoE].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 175 page(s)

[MS-RGSWS].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 46 
page(s)

[MS-RTASPF].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 16 
page(s)

[MS-RTP].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 68 page(s)

[MS-RTPRADEX].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 16 
page(s)

[MS-RTVPF].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 36 page(s)

[MS-SDPEXT].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 82 
page(s)

[MS-SIPAE].pdf: PDF document, 

version 1.4, 59 page(s)

[MS-SIPAPP].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 40 
page(s)

[MS-SIPCOMP].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 24 
page(s)

[MS-SIPREGE].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 134 
page(s)

[MS-SIPRE].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 116 page(s)

[MS-SRTP].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 19 page(s)

[MS-SSRTP].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 24 page(s)

[MS-STWEB].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 54 
page(s)

[MS-TURNBWM].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 49 

page(s)

[MS-TURN].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 61 page(s)

[MS-UDCX].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 37 page(s)

[MS-WOPI].pdf: PDF document, 
version 1.4, 98 page(s)

[MS-XCCOSIP].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 91 
page(s)

[MS-XMLMC].pdf: PDF 
document, version 1.4, 20 
page(s)

ls -1 | while read line; do file $line; done | awk '{ print $6 }' | sed 's#^#+#' | xargs echo 0 | bc

5038



Alternative



Q & A


	Folie 1
	Folie 2
	Folie 3
	Folie 4
	Folie 5
	Folie 6
	Folie 7
	Folie 8
	Folie 9
	Folie 10
	Folie 11
	Folie 12
	Folie 13
	Folie 14
	Folie 15
	Folie 16
	Folie 17
	Folie 18
	Folie 19
	Folie 20
	Folie 21

